
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 21, 1999

CONTACT ERIK HOTMIRE

SENATE PASSES PARTIAL BIRTH
ABORTION BAN ACT

 

WASHINGTON –  U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback said today he is pleased with the Senate’s passage
of the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act (S.1692) which would ban this dangerous and inhumane
procedure. 

“I am sobered by the tragic death suffered by too many children as a result of partial birth
abortion,” Brownback said.  “But perhaps there is a ray of hope with the Senate’s passage of this
legislation.  Sixty-three senators this evening cast a vote to end the practice of this procedure, and now
the president has a historic opportunity to show his support for a child’s ‘certain unalienable right’ to
life.

“Partial birth abortion is a method ‘in which the person performing the abortion partially delivers
a living fetus before killing the fetus and completing the delivery.’  This procedure will be performed
hundreds of times this month throughout America, as a state-sanctioned form of death.  It is a cruel and
shameless procedure which robs us of our humanity with every operation performed.  It is not true that
the anesthesia kills the child before removal from the womb.  Instead, it is a fact that the baby is actually
alive and experiences extraordinary pain when undergoing the operation.

“Nor is this brutality only reserved for the most extreme circumstances.  According to the
Executive Director of the National Coalition of Abortion Providers, the ‘vast majority’ of partial-birth
abortions are performed in the fifth and sixth months of pregnancy, on healthy babies of healthy
mothers.   The facts speak for themselves.   Bluntly put, this involves the death of a child in a brutal
fashion, and all of it legally condoned by the highest governmental authorities.

“Our institutionalized indifference to this extraordinary suffering makes me wonder, ‘What has
happened to our collective conscience as a nation’?   Are we so callous that we knowingly condone this
form of death for our very weakest which we would never force on any adult, no matter how criminal?
Even murderers on death row are given more consideration when executed.   Yet we allow our babies to
painfully die while conscious.   This extraordinary cruelty should cause us to bow our heads in shame.

“I hope the president will seize this opportunity on behalf of the children he will save by signing
this bill into law.  We should declare that partial birth abortion is simply wrong, and cannot be
rationalized.  We should reject a ‘culture of death’ which endorses children dying in this violent manner. 
This bill is about protecting children from a horrible, painful death, and I hope the president will sign it
into law,” Brownback said.

Brownback is an original cosponsor of the bill, which passed the Senate this evening 63-34.
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